The True Diagnosis
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Tihe Woralist and Beligious

* Romans 1 is a penetrating analysis of the human
condition.

— When God, who is clearly knowable from general
revelation, is rejected, men search desperately to
replace the inner vacuum with'false gods.
(ungodliness)

— This then leads to sexual immorality, violence, and
deep darkness. (unrighteousness)
» This immediately sets up an “us—them” division.
— “I'm so thankful I'm not as badlas ‘them”™
— “l don’t do those kinds of things, so I'm not so bad”
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Tihe Woralist'and Beligious

- You are guilty because your own judgment
condemns you.

* v.1 —"“you who judge practice the same thing”
. When one judges others, they are
demonstrating clearly that they know right from wrong.
* Their conscience condemns them.
. When one judges others, they are guilty
because they do the same evil things
* Matt. 25:31-46 — the sheep and the goats

: you will be judged based on how you treat
- others

« Both the sheep and goats will be surprised!
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The Moralist and Religious

I Righteousness Needed Because of Sin ard
Condernnatior)

A, The Conrmrr jation of the Gentile (l 18-32)

PreChristian

ondernnation of the Moral P
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The Condemnation of the Unenlightened
PreChristian (2:12-16)

The Condemnation of the Jew (2:17-3:8)
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Tihe Moralist'and Beligious

* In'Romans 2, Paul says in essence, hold on, not
so fast! Let's take a look at'YOU. (vt 16:15)

— Paul now deals with those stugk in self-righteous
denial.

— I’'m not so bad... | do my best... Good, clean livin’

— If this group could be truly expoesed for what they are,
they would not be as innocent and good as they
suppose — God'’s judgment falls on them as well.

» Let's examine Paul’'s argument for the
condemnation of the moral PreChristian step by
step.

ekklesiafellowship.org

Tihe Voralist'and Beligious

. When one judges others; they are guilty
because they do the samelevil things (cont.)
» But | don't do those things in Remans 1!
» Maybe not outwardly, but certainly inwardly (Matt. 5:28)
: You are guilty because God judges
truthfully.

* W.2-4 — “rightly” “according to truth” “based on truth”

— God sees everything — the heart and motives
» Therefore God’s judgment is perfect
»  Why would a loving God permit such an evil person to...
—— > Whywould-aloving-God-permit-what-1-do=

ekklesiafellowship.org




The Moralist arnc

Step 3: Youare g
favoritisrr.
> w.5-11 —"no partiality” “favoritism”
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The Moralist and Religious

On having a special, unigue relationship with God.

They vv#ré God's chosen people,

cial choosing as a light to those in
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In knowing the will of God.
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The Moralist and Religious

4. On their moral superiority.

> They had long lists of things that no *good” Jew would
ever do.

gative religion of

thini their rigic

r‘nﬁm moraHy superior

—  "Good, clean livin
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D. The Condemnation o
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- MlYs agood thing I'min you life, or you'd be cornpletzly lost...
2. Alight to those in darkness.

i ith those who think t
me of the Lor
zle 'om—-orw with your knowledge of the Bible?
- “Youneedio come to my church, because...”
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D. The Condern n of the Jew (church mrlmurlr)
Paul now lists four privileges the Jews (and rmany churck
goers today) claimec TJ'JeL “advar _JQES (vv.

2:19-24)
3. Correctors of the foolish.

4, Teachers of the immature.
—  Many in the church today tez
superiority.
—  “I'mjust helping to ‘straighien out’ these children in the faith...”
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Paul now lists four Frl\llln—'g el mrm/ rrmrc‘m
goers today) claimed advaniages, (vv.
2:19-24)

> Youare outwardly righ‘wm and correct, but inweardly
you are doing the wrong thing.

g You are dangerous people.

> .24 —The uliirmate judgrnent uporn the Jew: “the name of

God hemed”
> rlow are we through our actions hurting th
Christ?
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Marking it Real
How are you doing with speaking
the truth in love?
Are there areas of /Jllf life that
have a false vell of piety?

Are your a_;t]oms or vvorfls urting
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